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The  UN  Security  Council  consists  of  11  members,  the  five  Great 
Powers  and  six  non-permanent  members  elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  for  two-year  terms. 

This  year,  three  nations  slated  for  the  honor — and  response 
bility — appear  to  be  Chile,  Portu^ral  and  the  United  Arab  Republic, 
on  the  ground  that  they  represent  South  America,  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East 

But  many  new  Afro- Asian,  countries  feel  that  their  areas  are  entitled  to 
representation  and  they  want  the  Council  enlarged. 

Chapter  5  of  the  UN  Charter,  which  governs  the  elections,  uses  this 
language: 

. .  due  regard  being  specially  paid,  in  the  first  instance  to  the  contri¬ 
bution  of  members  of  the  United  Nations  to  the  maintenance  of  inter¬ 
national  peace  and  security  and  to  other  purposes  of  the  organization, 
and  also  to  equitable  geographical  distribution.*' 

Since  these  are  the  criteria,  there  have  been  widespread  objections  to  the 
proposed  election  of  the  UAR.  Many  national  leaders,  Members  of  Congress, 
and  organizations  have  hied  protests  with  the  Department  of  State. 

No  one  can  deny  that  the  UAR  has  experience.  It  was  elected  twice  before. 
It  has  served  three  years,  to  say  nothing  of  the  many  additional  days  it  has 
been  compelled  to  spend  defending  itself  from  charges  of  belligerence  levelled 
by  angry  neighbors — Iraq,  Israel,  Jordan,  Lebanon,  and  Sudan.  It  has  been 
condemned  by  the  UN  Security  Council  for  the  Suez  blockade  and  it  still  defies 
that  order.  How  can  the  UAR’s  past  policies  be  regarded  as  a  "contribution. . . 
to  the  maintenance  of  intemation^  peace  and  security”? 

There  is  danger  that  the  UAR’s  election  will  be  interpreted  by  President 
Na^r  as  a  vindication,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  peace  and  to  the  detriment  of 
UP  authority  and  prestige. 
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Crisis  For  Oil.  Middle  East  oil  pro¬ 
ducers  are  menaced  by  four  converging 
threats  to  their  power  and  profits. 

1.  Soviet  competition  for  Western 
markets.  The  Soviet  Union  and  Italy 
have  concluded  a  five-year  barter  deal. 
The  Soviet  Union  will  supply  100,000 
barrels  a  day,  20  percent  of  Italy’s  oil 
needs,  for  $1  a  barrel,  or  8S  cents  less 
than  ^e  comparable  Middle  East  price. 
The  oil  will  be  paid  for  with  pipe  and 
pumps  for  a  Soviet  oil  line  linked  to  an 
Italian  line  in  Austria.  The  Soviet  Union 
now  has  oil  agreements  with  Finland, 
Deiunark,  Sweden  and  India  and  is 
negotiating  with  Ceylon  and  West  Ger¬ 
many.  M.  J.  Rathbone,  president  of 
Standard  Oil  Co.  (New  Jersey)  and  a 
co-owner  of  aramco,  told  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Petroleum  Institute  in  Chicago  on 
Nov.  16  that  Middle  East  countries  have 
been  “naive”  in  their  appraisal  of  Rus¬ 
sian  competition,  “a  grave  threat  to 
world  oil  markets.” 

2.  Rising  production  in  North  Africa. 
In  1958,  France  obtained  eight  percent 
of  its  oil  from  the  Sahara,  paying  francs 
instead  of  sterhng.  In  1959,  it  obtained 
1 1  percent.  Paris  now  estimates  that  it 
will  obtain  over  33  percent — 11  out  of 
31  million  tons — in  1960. 

3.  Tax  revision  by  Congress.  Tax 
arrangements  of  Middle  East  oil  com¬ 
panies  have  been  criticized  because  of 
the  27V6  percent-  depletion  allowance 
and  because  the  50  percent  in  profits 
paid  to  Arab  countries  as  royalties  are 
treated  as  a  tax  offset  rather  than  a  tax 
deduction.  This  means  that  little  or 
no  taxes  are  paid  to  the  U.S.  Treasury 
on  foreign  operations. 

Oil  men  are  apprehensive  about  the 
next  session  of  Congress  because  the 
Democratic  platform  referred  to  "deple¬ 
tion  allowances  which  are  inequitable” 
as  "con^icuovs  loopholes,”  and  during 
one  of  the  debates.  President-elect  Ken¬ 
nedy  indicated  that  "oil  abroad  should 
(Continued  on  page  56) 


The  Department  of  State  has  explained  that  "the  UAR  is  the  only  can¬ 
didate  for  the  UN  Security  Council  seat  traditionally  occupied  by  a  Middle  East 
state  and  is  understood  to  have  the  endorsement  of  the  other  Arab  states.” 

The  Middle  East  is  a  large,  undefined  area,  by  no  means  coextensive  with 
the  Arab  states.  Their  endorsement  is  not  sufficient  to  qualify  any  country  as 
the  region’s  representative. 

In  any  event,  past  elections  show  that  geographical  considerations  have 
not  been  d^sive. 

Here  is  the  record  of  terms  since  1945: 

LATIN  AMERICA — Six  years,  Brazil  and  Columbia;  four  years,  Argentina 
and  Cuba  'ee  years,  Ecuador;  two  years,  Chile,  Peru,  and  Panama;  one  year, 
Mexico— a  i  al  of  30  years. 

MIDD^  .  EAST — ^Four  years,  Turkey;  three  years,  Egypt;  two  years,  Syria, 
Lebanon, .Jrdq,  Tunisia,  and  Iran — a  total  of  17  years. 

I^UROPE — ^Four  years,  Belgium;  three  years,  Netherlands;  two  years, 
Denmark,  Greece,  Italy,  Norway,  and  Sweden — a  total  of  17  years. 

BRITISH  COMMONWEALTH — Four  years,  Australia  and  Canada;  twq_ 
years,  India,  New  2^and,  and  Pakistan;  one  year,  Ceylon — a  total  of  IS  years. 

EASTERN  BLOC — ^Three  years,  Poland  and  Yugoslavia;  two  years, 
Ukraine— a  total  of  eight  years. 

FAR  EAST — ^Two  years,  Japan;  one  year,  Philippines — ^a  total  of  three 
years. 

Thus,  34  nations  have  monopolized  these  Sectirity  Council  posts;  60 
nations  have  never  been  permitted  to  serve,  and  large  areas  of  the  world  have 
never  been  given  representation  in  the  Council.  Under  these  circumstances,  why 
i  should  any  eountry  be  given  a  third  term? 

While  the  Charter  speaks  of  geography,  it  was  never  the  intention  to  dele¬ 
gate  the  selection  of  candidates  to  blocs,  or  to  prefer  any  particular  area.  Above 
all,  it  is  totally  inconsistent  with  the  Charter  to  confer  responsibilities  for  the 
peace  oil  nations  which  avow  war  as  their  formal  policy. 


As  the  United  Nations  took  up  the 
problem  of  the  Arab  refugees  for  the 
13  th  consecutive  year,  the  Arab  Infor¬ 
mation  Center  last  month  circulated  a 
three-page  memorandum  explaining  the 
Arab  position.  It  employs  soft  lan¬ 
guage  to  sell  a  hard  line. 

The  document  states: 

“The  million  Arab  refugees  are 
the  legitimate  owners  of  Palestine.” 

It  claims: 

“Standing  UN  resolutions  calling 
for  the  repatriation  of  the  refugees 
recognize  and  support  these 
rights.” 

They  don’t. 

No  UN  resolution  or  authority  ever 
justified  or  sanctioned  any  such  con¬ 
clusion. 


What  emerges  from  this  uncompro¬ 
mising  Arab  memorandum  is  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  Arabs  are  not  interested 
in  establishing  the  right  of  individual 
Arabs  to  repatriation  to  Israel.  What 
they  are  proclaiming  is  the  right  of 
Arabs  to  repatriation  to  an  Arab  Pales¬ 
tine — in  other  words,  the  liquidation  of 
Israel. 

The  memorandum  builds  its  case  on 
distorted  excerpts  from  UN  resolutions. 
Consider  this  Arab  version  of  history: 

“As  soon  as  the  Arabs  of  Pales- 
X  tine  were  forcibly  expelled  from 
their  homes  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Palestine  Parti¬ 
tion  resolution,  the  United  Nations 
resolved  to  undo  the  injustice  per¬ 
petrated  by  Israel.  At  the  first  ses¬ 
sion  held  after  their  expulsion,  the 
General  Assembly  called  for  the 
repatriation  of  those  Arab  refugees 
willing  to  return  to  their  homes 
!  and  ordered  compensation  for  refu¬ 
gee  property.” 

From  tpis,  a  casual  reader  might 
-  infer  that  ithe  Israelis  violated  the  UN 
•  Partition  Resolution  by  “expelling”  the 
Arabs,  tjiat  the  Arabs  were  the  loyal 
supporteh:  of  the  UN,  and  that  all 
would  be  well  if  only  the  UN  compelled 
Israel  to  live  up  to  UN  resolutions. 

The  facts  are  twisted.  The  Jews  of 
Palestine  accepted  the  1947  Partition 
resolution,  which  provided  for  both  an 
Israel  and  an  Arab  state.  If  the  Arab 
states  had  really  accepted  that  resolu¬ 
tion,  not  a  single  Palestinian  Arab 
would  have  been  displaced.  But  the 
Arabs  chose  war  instead  of  peace. 

It  is  inaccurate  to  say  that  the  Arabs 
of  Palestine  were  forcibly  expelled  from 
their  homes.  There  is  evidence  on  this 
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subject  The  same  Emile  Ghory  who 
addressed  the  UN  last  month  on  behalf 
of  the  Arab  refugees  made  a  frank  ad¬ 
mission  in  Beirut,  on  Sept.  6,  1948, 
in  his  role  as  Secretary  of  the  Palestine 
Arab  Higher  Executive.  He  said: 

“I  do  not  want  to  impugn  any¬ 
one,  but  only  to  help  the  refugees. 
The  fact  that  there  are  these 
refugees  is  the  direct  consequence 
of  the  action  of  the  Arab  States  in 
opposing  partition  and  the  Jewish 
State.  The  Arab  States  agreed 
upon  this  policy  unanimously,  and 
they  must  share  in  the  solution  of 
the  problem.” 

*  *  * 

Consider  the  UN  resolution  of  Dec. 
11,  1948.  The  major  purpose  was  an 
Arab-Israel  peace  settlement.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  called  on  the  govern¬ 
ments  and  authorities  concerned: 

“To  seek  agreement  by  negotia¬ 
tions  conducted  with  a  view  to  the 
final  settlement  of  all  questions 
outstanding  between  them.” 

As  part  of  that  settlement.  Paragraph 
11  of  the  1948  resolution  declared  that 
“the  refugees  wishing  to  return  to  their 
homes  and  live  at  peace  with  their 
neighbors  should  be  permitted  to  do 
so  at  the  earliest  practicable  date." 

It  is  this  one  paragraph  in  the  1948 
UN  resolution  which  Arab  leaders  al¬ 
ways  invoke  to  justify  their  demand  for 
repatriation.  But  they  misquote.  They 
deliberately  omit  the  clause  "and  live 
at  peace  with  their  neighbors.”  They 
gloss  over  "at  the  earliest  practicable 
date.”  And,  more  important,  they 
never  concede  that  repatriation  was  en¬ 
visaged  within  the  context  of  a  final 
settlement. 

All  the  Arab  delegations  voted 
against  both  the  1947  and  1948  UN 
resolutions  because  these  resolutions 
called  for  peace  with  Israel.  The  Arabs 
have  never  suggested  that  refugees  re¬ 
patriated  to  Israel  would  return  to  live 
as  peaceful  and  loyal  citizens. 

On  the  contrary,  Mohammed  Salah 
ed-din  Bey,  who  was  Egyptian  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  explained  on  Oct. 
11,  1949: 

“In  demanding  the  restoration  of  the 
refugees  to  Palestine,  the  Arabs  intend 
that  they  shall  return  as  the  masters 
of  the  homeland,  not  as  slaves.  More 
explicitly,  they  intend  to  annihilate  the 
State  of  Israel.” 

«  •  « 

Western  beliefs.  Western  diplomats 
find  it  difficult  to  face  the  reality  of 
Arab  intransigence.  They  dislike  to 


think  that  the  Arabs  are  indifferent  to 
the  welfare  of  their  own  kin.  This  gives 
rise  to  the  belief  that  the  Arab  states 
might  cooperate  in  a  resettlement  pro¬ 
gram  if  only  they  could  find  a  face¬ 
saving  device  to  break  the  impasse.  This 
has  led  to  proposals  that  Israel  agree  to 
the  principle  of  repatriation,  in  the  hope  ! 
that  once  Israel  makes  this  concession  | 
the  Arabs  will  promptly  end  their  war  i 
and  join  in  solving  the  problem. 

Israel  offers.  For  their  part,  the  Israelis 
have  always  offered  to  enter  into  nego¬ 
tiations  on  every  Arab-Israel  issue. 

But  much  has  happened  since  tl»'^ 
1948  resolution.  Israel  now  has  me  if 
than  200,000  Arabs.  It  has  releas*^ 
frozen  Arab  bank  accounts.  It  has  p,..,^ 
mitted  the  return  of  some  Arab  refuge'^’: 
to  reunite  families.  Israel  has  taker 
a  million  immigrants,  almost  half 
whom  have  come  from  Arab  and  Mv«v- 
lem  countries.  Throughout  these 
years,  the  Arabs  have  besieged  Israel’s 
economy.  And  no  one  can  estimate 
how  many  Arabs  Israel  might  be  able 
to  absorb  today.  But  Israel  would  not 
be  likely  to  agree  to  the  repatriation 
of  any  Arabs  unless  it  could  be  certain 
that  the  returning  Arabs  came  as  loyal 
citizens  of  Israel.  Nor  could  it  make 
any  such  concession  unless  the  Arab 
states  simultaneously  agreed  to  resettle 
the  remainder.  Without  such  a  com¬ 
mitment,  the  high  birth  rate  in  the 
refugee  camps  would  swiftly  cancel  out 
any  gain  and  reinstate  the  problem. 

Arab  refusal.  But  the  Arabs  refuse 
to  negotiate  with  Israel  on  this  or  any 
other  point.  The  rights  of  the  Arab 
refugees,  as  they  see  them,  are  not  a 
matter  of  bargaining  or  compromise. 

The  Arab  statement  makes  this  clear: 

“The  problem  of  the  refugees  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  Palestine  Question. 
There  is  no  way  for  its  solution  either 
by  economic  measures  or  by  rehabilU 
tation  in  other  Arab  countries.  X' 
Palestine  problem  can  only  be  set  - 
by  repatriating  the  refugees  and  allow¬ 
ing  them  to  live  in  their  homeland  in 
freedom  and  peace.  .  .  .  The  question 
involves  the  dispossession  of  the  Arab 
people  of  Palestine  of  their  homes, 
property  and  country,  and  the  inherent 
right  of  the  Palestinian  Arabs  to  recover 
their  homeland  and  to  live  in  freedom, 
independence  and  peace." 

Current  debates.  Since  this  is  the  po¬ 
sition,  the  current  UN  debate  on  the 
Arab  refugees  leads  nowhere.  The  prin¬ 
cipals  are  talking  about  different  things. 


Western  diplomats  arc  talking  about  the 
future  of  the  Arab  refugees.  Arab  dip- 
^on^.iS  are  concerned  with  the  political 
objective — the  liquidation  of  Israel. 

No  new  UN  resolution  is  needed  this 
I  year.  The  life  of  UNRWA  was  ex¬ 
tended  last  year  and  the  issue  docs  not 
come  up  until  1961.  Furthermore,  it 
would  be  pointless  to  adopt  a  new 
formula  on  the  eve  of  a  new  Adminis¬ 
tration  in  Washington. 

Nevertheless,  the  UN  debate  pro¬ 
vides  Arab  delegates  with  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  impress  their  constituency  and 
to  indoctrinate  the  new  Afro-Asian  dele¬ 
gates. 

Is  there  hope?  Some  optimistic  dip¬ 
lomats  seem  to  think  that  there  is  a 
chance  for  improvement.  They  sense  a 
difference  in  the  attitudes  taken  by  the 
Arab  countries. 

Countries  like  Saudi  Arabia  and  Iraq 
are  much  more  belligerent  than  coun¬ 
tries  like  Jordan  which  have  Arab  ref¬ 
ugees  within  their  borders.  The  most 
inflammatory  statements  come  from  Ah¬ 
mad  Shukairy,  the  Saudi  Arabian  dele¬ 
gate,  who  told  the  UN,  Nov.  15,  that 
the  Arab  refugees  will  go  to  war  “even 
if  they  die  to  the  last  man,”  unless  they 
are  repatriated. 

/  Similarly  warlike.  Premier  Kassem  of 
^  Iraq  addressed  oil  workers  in  Baghdad, 
■'  on  Nov.  12: 

“We  have  reinfused  and  reanimated 
k  the  Palestinian  with  hope.  .  . 

"  “We  do  not  bargain  for  the  sake  of 
the  repatriation  of  the  refugees  to  their 
country.  We  claim  our  homeland  be¬ 
cause  it  belongs  to  the  eternal  Pales¬ 
tinian  people  .  .  .  We  have  prepared 
the  plan,  the  provision,  the  money,  the 
men  and  the  arms.” 


An  innovation  in  the  debate  this  year 
was  the  appearance  of  Emile  Ghory 
before  the  UN  Special  Political  Com¬ 
mittee,  on  Nov.  17,  on  behalf  of  the 
“Palestinian  Arab  Delegation.” 

Reciting  Arab  charges  of  “Zionist 
aggression  and  crimes,”  Ghory  insisted 
that  the  Arabs  would  have  to  fight  if 
the  UN  failed  to  order  repatriation. 


Arabs  argue  among  I  themselves 
whether  it  is  right  to  put  the  refugees 
to  work. 

The  UAR’s  Damascus  Radio  has  ac¬ 
cused  Jordan  of  prohibiting  the  employ¬ 
ment  cf  refugees  “in  order  to  force 
them  to  migrate  to  Latin  America, 
using  this  means  to  end  the  Palestine 
question.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  UAR’s  Cairo 
Radio  has  charged  that  Jordan  was  em¬ 
ploying  the  refugees  “to  induce  them  to 
settle,  thereby  ending  the  Palestine 
question.”  ' 

This  contradictoi>  barrage  brought 


an  angry  reaction  from  Jordan  Radio, 
on  Nov.  16: 

“If  we  emulated  Nasser  by  placing 
them  behind  barbed  wire,  all  the  stocks 
of  barbed  wire  in  the  world  would  not 
suffice  .  .  .  Jordan  proudly  considers 
the  refugees  part  of  it  and  gives  them 
equal  rights  .  .  .  Unlike  Nasser,  we  do 
not  use  them  as  an  instrument  of  mur¬ 
der  in  the  Arab  world,  or  place  them 
under  a  military  government  in  Gaza.” 

«  *  « 

PCC.  A  major  difficulty  is  Soviet  en¬ 
couragement  of  Arab  irredentism.  One 
of  the  targets  of  Soviet  attack  is  the  Pal¬ 
estine  Conciliation  Commission,  which 
now  consists  of  three  Western  countries 
— the  United  States,  France  and  Turkey. 

Shukairy,  in  his  Nov.  15  speech,  pro¬ 
posed  the  addition  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  two  other  representatives  of  the 
Eastern  bloc  and  three  representatives 
from  “uncommitted  nations  from  Asia, 
Africa  and  Latin  America.”  And  he 
said  that  “the  maintenance  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  with  such  inaction  is  a  stagna¬ 
tion  and  a  UN  mockery.” 

The  Soviet  Union  applauded  Shu- 
kairy’s  speech  as  “brilliant.”  On  Nov. 
24,  Platon  Morozov  backed  the  Arab 
attack  on  Israel,  charging  Israel  with 
“ignoring”  UN  resolutions,  while  rely¬ 
ing  on  “its  Western  allies,  its  great 
protectors.” 

Ambassador  Michael  Comay  of  Israel 
suggested  that,  if  the  Soviet  Union  con¬ 
sidered  the  present  situation  “intoler¬ 
able,”  it  might  use  its  influence  with  the 
Arab  states  to  persuade  them  to  follow 
the  UN  Charter  by  entering  into  peace 
negotiations  with  Israel. 

On  Nov.  20,  Israel’s  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister,  Golda  Meir,  commented  that  “so 
long  as  the  Arabs  do  not  budge  from 
their  completely  negative  position,  it 
does  not  matter  how  large  the  Com¬ 
mission  is.” 

In  a  statement  on  Nov.  28,  Mr.  Co¬ 
may  said  that  Israel  was  ready  to  com¬ 
pensate  Arab  refugees  for  abandoned 
property,  but  he  said  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  into  account  claims 
for  Jewish  property  in  what  is  now 
Jordan,  “as  well  as  the  claims  of  half 
a  million  Israel  citizens  for  the  property 
they  have  had  to  leave  behind  in  various 
Arab  countries  and  for  which  no  Arab 
government  has  made  any  compensa¬ 
tion  offer  at  all.” 

In  addition  to  his  proposal  for  en¬ 
larging  the  Palestine  Conciliation  Com¬ 
mission,  Shukairy  has  urged  that  the 
Director  of  UNRWA  be  empowered  to 
administer  former  Arab  properties  in 
Israel,  collect  revenues  and  use  them 
for  Arab  refugee  relief. 

Israel’s,  spokesman  commented  that 
no  provision  of  the  UN  Charter  could 
authorize  the  appointment  of  an  out¬ 
side  custodian  of  such  property. 


The  split  in  the  Arab  states  is  empha¬ 
sized  in  UN  roll  calls. 

Five  joined  with  the  Soviet  bloc  in 
opposing  the  seating  of  the  Congolese 
delegation  headed  by  President  Joseph 
Kasavubu.  I 

They  are:  UAR,  Iraq,  and  Yemen, 
which  receive  Soviet  arms  and  economic 
aid;  Morocco,  which  has  just  negotiated 
for  Soviet  jet  planes;  and  Saudi  Arabia, 
which  generally  votes  against  Washing¬ 
ton  despite  its  Wall  Street  oil  royalties. 

Jordan,  alone  of  the  Arabs,  voted  for 
Kasavubu. 

The  other  four  Arab  statesj— Tunisia, 
Lebanon,  Libya,  and  Sudan— -abstained. 
So  did  15  other  -countries,  some  of 
which  generally  vote  with  the  West, 
including  Canada,  Ethiopia,  Iran,  Ire¬ 
land,  Israel,  Liberia,  and  Pakistan. 

For  Castro.  In  an  earlier  UN  ,roll 
call,  six  Arab  states  — » Iraq,  Libya, 
Morocco,  Saudi  Arabiq,  UAR  a^d 
Yemen — ^joined  with  the  ^Soviet  bloc  |in 
supporting  a  UN  investigation  of  Cuban 
charges  that  the  United ;  States  is  pre¬ 
paring  invasion.  i 

[.Morocco  has  been  steadily  moving 
with  the  UAR  in  Moscow’s  direction. 
The  decision  to  accept  Soviet  jets  was 
interpreted  in  Washington  as  a  move 
to  placate  left-wing  critics  of  the  King’s 
recent  acquisition  of  arms  from  Wash¬ 
ington.  In  addition,  Morocco  is  an¬ 
gered  because  France  has  granted  inde¬ 
pendence  to  Mauritania,  which  Mo¬ 
rocco  claims.  .  .  .  Meanwhile  the  lr^.:R 
is  asking  the  Soviet  Union  for  niore 
powerful  jet  planes  to  replace  Soviet 
MIG  17’s.  UAR  Vice-President  Field 
Marshal  Abdel  Hakim  Amer  led  a 
military  delegation  to  Moscow,  Nov, 
iO.] 


The  Russians  contribute  nothing  to 
the  care  of  the  Arab  refugees.  In  con¬ 
trast,  the  U.S.  delegate,  Francis  O.  Wil¬ 
cox,  reminded  the  UN  that  our  Govern¬ 
ment  had  contributed  $232  million — 
more  than  70  percent  of  the  amount 
spent.  He  said  that  the  United  States 
was  keenly  disappointed  because  “the 
parties  concerned”  have  not  approached 
the  problem  with  “adequate  flexibility” 
and  with  due  adherence  to  principles 
often  confirmed  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly. 

*  *  * 


Some  day,  world  public  opinion  may 
confront  the  Arabs  and  Israelis  with  a 
summons  to  talk  to  each  other  in  a 
frank  and  honest  search  for  peace. 
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viewing  the  news 

~~~  continued 

1  ^ 

be  treated  differently**  than  domestic 
oiL 

4.  Strained  relations  with  the  Arabs. 
Tensions  have  mounted  because  oil 
companies  cut  posted  prices  (and  oil 
royalties)  as  a  result  of  rising  competi¬ 
tion  in  a  glutted  market.  The  Ldndon 
Economist,  Nov.  5,  describes  the  con¬ 
frontation  of  oil  men  and  Arab  leaders 
in  Beirut  at  the  Arab  Petroleum  Con¬ 
gress  in  October: 

“When  one  of  your  hosts  at  a  public 
meeting,  a  person  with  whom  you  do 
business  and  may  have  to  go  on  doing 
business  for  years,  smilingly  acctises  you 
before  his  friends  and  associates  and 
yours  of  having  swindled  him  and  them 
out  of  about  a  thousand  million  pounds 
over  the  last  several  years,  what  should 
A  do?  This  question  of  Arab  courtesy, 
fascinated  some  .  .  .  and  exercised  the 
others  who  came  from  oil  companies . . . 
They  had  come  primarily  to  listen 
rather  than  to  talk;  but  they  bad  not 
expected  their  companies  to  be  accused 
of  enormities  .  .  .  They  might  think 
twice  about  exposing  themselves  ever 
again  to  public  name-calling.** 

Schools  Closed.  The  UAR  has  ordered 
the  closing  of  all  20  schools  operated 
by  the  Catholic  Association  of  Free 
Schools  in  Upper  Egypt. 

The  Catholic  Review,  Nov.  18,  re¬ 
ports  that  protest  telegrams  sent  to 
President  Nasser  “fail^  to  get  any 
immediate  results’*  and  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  stated  that  the  schools  could 
not  function  during  the  fall  term  be¬ 
cause  the  educational  standards  did  not 
conform  to  the  law. 

Earlier,  on  Sept  16,  the  Italian  News 
Agency  Agenda  Diplomatica,  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  Vatican  would  protest 
to  the  UAR  on  the  “arbitrary  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  affairs  of  the  Catholic 
schools  and  the  obstacles  put  in  their 
way.”  The  Lebanese  Maronite  Patri¬ 
arch  Monsignor  Paulo  Mauchi  has  been 
asked  to  make  a  personal  appeal  to 
Nasser. 

UN  Election.  _Tbe  American  Israel 
Public  Affairs  Committee  voiced  con¬ 
cern  over  the  proposed  election  of  the 
UAR  to  the  UN  Security  Council.  In 
a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State  Christian 
A.  Herter  on  Nov.  17,  Rabbi  Philip  S. 
Bernstein,  Chairman,  observed  that 
“those  who  violate  ^e  peace  should 
not  be  entrusted  with  its  preservation.” 

Aid  To  Terminate.  The  United  States 
will  terminate  technical  assistance 
(Point  4)  to  Israel  June  30,  1962,  be¬ 
cause  our  Government  believes  that 
Israel  no  longer  requires  this  type  of 
aid.  The  program,  which  has  been 
declining,  cost  about  $1,000,000  last 
year. 

However,  our  Government  does  not 
intend  to  reduce  grant  aid,  development 
loans  and  other  forms  .of  American 
assistance,  which  average  about  $50  mil¬ 
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lion  a  year.  And  the  Israd  government 
will  not  be  preduded  from  guesting 
expert  assistance  as  It  needs  it.  Israel 
and  the  United  States  were  in  “cordial 
agreement”  on  the  decision,  it  was  re¬ 
ported. 

ICA  will  also  discontinue  technical 
assistance  in  two  other  countries  which, 
like  Israel,  have  gained  in  proficiency 
and  skill. 

Meanwhile,  the  Israelis  continue  to 
expand  their  own  aid  programs  to  the 
new  nations  of  Asia  and  Africa. 

Mall  and  Israel.  The  UAR’s  cam¬ 
paign  to  disrupt  Israel’s  friendship  with 
new  African  countries  failed  to  deter 
Mali,  a  predominantly  Moslem  country, 
from  an  agreement  under  which  Israel 
promised  assistance  in  agriculture,  pub¬ 
lic  health,  transport,  technical  educa¬ 
tion,  development  of  natural  resources, 
and  scholarships.  A  separate  agreement 
provided  for  a  jointly-owned  radio  fac¬ 
tory  in  Mali. 

Vice  President  Jean-Mari  Kon6,  head 
of  Mali’s  delegation  to  Israel,  said  on 
Nov.  18: 

“Two  years  ago,  when  nobody 
thought  about  us,  Israel  stretched  out 
the  hand  of  brotherhood  to  our  people. 
In  Mali  they  say  that  a  time  of  trial 
is  the  test  of  friendship,  and  Israel  was 
the  first  to  lend  a  hand  when  we  ran 
into  difficulty  and  the  Republic  of  Mali 
will  never  forget  this  expression  of 
Israel’s  friendship.” 
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Frank  Talk 

Sharp  differences  inside  the  Moslem 
world  were  accented  when  Pakistan’s 
President  Mohammed  Ayub  Khan  vis¬ 
ited  Cairo  last  month. 

President  Ayub  is  pro-WesL  One 
of  the  purposes  of  his  visit  to  Cairo 
was  to  urge  President  Nasser  t*  restore 
relations  with  Iran,  severed  by  Nasser  in 
July  because  of  Iran’s  relations  with 
Israel.  Iran  is  a  CENTO  ally  and  it  was 
the  CENTO  pact  which  caused  Nasser 
to  ask  Moscow  for  arms  in  1955.  / 

Both  Ayub  and  Nasser  are  Moslems. 
But  the  Pakistani  leader  offered  some 
comments  about  the  Moslem  mlipon, 
to  a  National  Union  rally,  Nov  h  p 

“When  one  casts  a  glance  over  tht 
Moslem  communities  all  over  the  world, 
they  are  the  most  backward,  the  most 
uneducated  and  they  have  been  stag¬ 
nant  .  .  .  It  is  the  task  of  every  thinking 
Moslem  to  have  the  moral  courage  to 
say  how  it  should  be  corrected. 

“The  kingdoms  and  crowns  which 
the  Moslems  have  lost  in  the  course  of 
history  are  far  less  important  than  the 
kingdom  of  the  free  and  searching\ 
mind,  which  they  have  lost  through  in-j 
tellectual  stagnation.”  | 

Self-criticism  is  rare  in  a  Cairo  ac-  | 
customed  to  self-exaltation.  Ayub  Khan  . 
had  words  of  deflation.  1 

He  said  that  parliamentary  govern-  1 
ment  had  failed  in  Egypt  and  Pakistan  | 
not  because  of  any  fault  of  the  system 
but  because  “we  were  not  yet  ready,”  ’ 
and  he  advised  Arabs  that  the  best  con¬ 
tribution  they  could  make  to  peace  was 
“to  behave  peacefully  among  themselves 
and  stop  disturbing  each  other’s  peace. 
All  Asians  and  Africans  are  not  angels.” 
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